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Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
Common Common 
ProblemProblem
Actual Actual 
extent extent 
unknownunknown
Safety is Safety is 
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Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
Safety is Safety is 
primary primary 
concernconcern
––EMTEMT--B/crewB/crew
––PatientPatient
––Public Public 



Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
Approaching the sceneApproaching the scene
––IdentificationIdentification
––General proceduresGeneral procedures

Environmental HazardsEnvironmental Hazards



Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
ResourcesResources
NFPA HAZMAT NFPA HAZMAT 
requirements for EMSrequirements for EMS
––NFPA 479NFPA 479
––OSHA 1910.120OSHA 1910.120



Incident Management Incident Management 
SystemsSystems

Why do we need an IMSWhy do we need an IMS
––Provides ordinary means of Provides ordinary means of 
communicationcommunication

––Easier interactions with other Easier interactions with other 
agenciesagencies





Incident Management Incident Management 
SystemsSystems

Extrication SectorExtrication Sector
Treatment SectorTreatment Sector
Transportation SectorTransportation Sector
Staging SectorStaging Sector



Incident Management Incident Management 
SystemsSystems

Supply sectorSupply sector
Triage sectorTriage sector
Mobile command sectorMobile command sector



RolesRoles
Assigned to particular roles Assigned to particular roles 
in sectorsin sectors
The EMTThe EMT--B should report to B should report to 
Sector Officer for dutiesSector Officer for duties
Compete task and report Compete task and report 
back to sector officerback to sector officer



MultipleMultiple--Casualty Casualty 
SituationsSituations

Definition Definition 
Basic Basic 
TriageTriage



PrioritiesPriorities
–– Highest priority/First priorityHighest priority/First priority

»»Patients who need immediate Patients who need immediate 
care and transportcare and transport

»»Color code = Color code = REDRED
»»Treat these patients first, Treat these patients first, 
Transport ASAPTransport ASAP



Highest PriorityHighest Priority
––Airway and breathing Airway and breathing 
difficultiesdifficulties

––Uncontrolled/severe bleedingUncontrolled/severe bleeding
––Decreased mental statusDecreased mental status
––Severe medical problemsSevere medical problems
––ShockShock
––Severe burnsSevere burns



PrioritiesPriorities
––Second prioritySecond priority

»»Patients whose treatment Patients whose treatment 
and transportation can be and transportation can be 
temporarily delayedtemporarily delayed

»»Color Code = Color Code = YELLOWYELLOW
»» Treat these patients after Treat these patients after 
11stst prioritypriority



Second prioritySecond priority
––Burns without airway Burns without airway 
problemsproblems

––Major or multiple bone or Major or multiple bone or 
joint injuriesjoint injuries

––Back injuries Back injuries 



PrioritiesPriorities
––Lowest priority/Third Lowest priority/Third 
prioritypriority
»»Patients whose treatment Patients whose treatment 
and transportation can be and transportation can be 
delayed until lastdelayed until last

»»Color Code = Color Code = GREENGREEN



Lowest PriorityLowest Priority
––Minor, painful, swollen, Minor, painful, swollen, 
deformed extremitiesdeformed extremities

––Minor soft tissue injuriesMinor soft tissue injuries
––DeathDeath

»»Can also be fourth priorityCan also be fourth priority



PrioritiesPriorities

––Some systems have a fourth Some systems have a fourth 
prioritypriority

»»Color Code = Color Code = BLACK



Fourth PriorityFourth Priority
––Exposed Exposed 
brain matterbrain matter

––Cardiac arrestCardiac arrest
––DecapitationDecapitation
––Severed Severed 
trunktrunk

––Incineration Incineration 



ProceduresProcedures

Most Knowledgeable EMS Most Knowledgeable EMS 
provider becomes triage provider becomes triage 
officerofficer
––Request helpRequest help
––Perform initial assessment Perform initial assessment 
on all patients firston all patients first



ProceduresProcedures
––Assign Assign 
available available 
personnel/ personnel/ 
equipmentequipment



ProceduresProcedures
––Patient transport decisionPatient transport decision

»»PrioritizationPrioritization
»»Destination Destination facitiesfacities
»»Transportation resourcesTransportation resources

––Triage officer remains on Triage officer remains on 
scenescene



ReviewReview
77--3  Identify basic facts and terms 3  Identify basic facts and terms 

about stress management and about stress management and 
HAZMAT, general principles about HAZMAT, general principles about 
safety considerations and safety considerations and 
prehospitalprehospital care, stepcare, step--byby--step step 
procedures for field triage, and why procedures for field triage, and why 
and when to observe and monitor a and when to observe and monitor a 
multisystemmultisystem trauma and burn trauma and burn 
patient, with at least 80% accuracy.patient, with at least 80% accuracy.



ReviewReview
Hazardous MaterialsHazardous Materials
Incident Management Incident Management 
SystemSystem
MultipleMultiple--Casualty Casualty 
Situations (MCS)Situations (MCS)


